A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
interference in the dispute of the ambitious chief of Jandol, led
to the destruction of several British detachments then within
or on the borders of the country and the investment of Chitral
fort, which was held by a small British garrison. The siege
was closely pressed for six weeks, until a division 15,000 strong
under Low, collected at Peshawar for its relief, traversed the
Swat and Dir valleys, scattering all opposition before it, and
carried the war into the Ian4 of Jandol, whose chief had been the
root of all the trouble. The siege was actually raised, however,
by a small column under Kelly, who forced his way thither from
(jilgit, north of Kashmir, over saow-covered mountain passes
and in face of determined hostile resistance. Chitral from now
onwards became a permanent station for British troops.
Two years later, in 1897, there burst out along the whole
frontier from Swat and Buner in the north, by way of the
Mohinand country, the Khyber Pass, and the territory of the
Afridis to Tirah and the Tochi valley, a great tribal insurrection.
The causes of this are in part still obscure, but the chief of them
were undoubtedly the general belief that the demarcation of
the frontier between India and Afghanistan would shortly be
followed by the loss of tribal independence, and the unceasing
efforts of the tribal Mullahs to stir up a religious war in defence
of that independence. The garrisons of Malakand and Chak-
dara were vigorously assailed by the Swat and Bajaur tribesmen;
our posts in the Khyber were overwhelmed one by one before
help could be sent to them ; and those west of Kohat either
suffered or went near to suffering a similar fate. Various
expeditions were at once set on foot to deal with this widespread
revolt. Twelve thousand men under Blood repulsed the enemy
from before Malakand and Chakdara, crossed the passes north-
wards into Swat territory and thence westwards into Bajaur,
and after considerable fighting, much of it fierce and sustained,
restored order in these valleys. Thence it turned east against
Buner, crushed the insurgents in one sharp action, and enforced
complete submission in this area also. Meanwhile, in close
conjunction with it, Elles, with 8000 men, had been success-
fully operating against the Mohmands, whose country lying
north of the Cabul river was overrun with no great difficulty
in two weeks, after which the tribes asked for and obtained
terms. The posts west of Kohat, which had been vigorously
assailed by the Orakzais, were finally relieved by a column of
9500 men under Yeatman-Biggs, which moved out from that
town and drove off the besiegers in disorder. Only the
Afridis still remained to be dealt with, and for this purpose
there was assembled between Kohat and Thai in October a
force of 30,000 men tinder Lockhart—far the largest ever

